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tzoL; colour rtriginal litlngraph, hand colottred
4L x 39 cm, 15.75 x 15"

ct'ntseroation edition of 100, signed by the artist
printed on Arches L00 "/,, rag paper by Stone Press, Seattle

released, 2001
sale price: $500
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truo colt'tu.r tn'iginal litlngraph, hand coLoured

34.5 x i9 ctrt, 13.5 r 15"
50 pt.rblisher's proofs, signe d by the artist
printed tm Arches 100 oh rag PaPer
by Stone Press, Seattle
released, 200'l
salc price: 5500
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fioe colour origilnl litltogrnpl't
64.5 x 46.5 cm, 25 r 18"
editiort 290, signed ht1 the artist
printed on BFK Rii,es 100()h 1"o! paper
by Stone Press, Seattle
released erchtsiztelt/ lty artists for kids,1991
sale price: $2,400



Eq{}ffi El FqY ffiAT'H&,{ Aru has been a keen artist
and naturalist from his early dsys. He has alwavs palnted r,r,ildlife and
nature, beginning with a representational style, moving through im-
pressionism and cubism to abstract expressionism. In his early 30's he

movedback to realism as a more suitab)e way to exptess the parficdafity
of the planet. It is this style that has made him one of the foremost artists

depicting the world of nature.

Robert Bateman was born \4ay 24, 1930 in Toronto, Ontario. He is the

eldest of three boys born to Joseph and Annie Bateman. Hls father rvas

originally from Eastern Ontario, his mother from Nova Scotia. Their
family home in Toronto was built beside the affluent Forest Hill Village
district and on the edge of the countryside which ptovided a perfect
enrrironment for a young artist and naturalist to explore.

Bob's interest in art and nature always seemed to be a part of his 1ife. As
a child he had a natural 1or,e of dran'ing and he never lost that desire He
knew "by the time he was tuelue lu utns going to spend n lot of his hfe doing art
nntl a kt of it looking at birds" . He attended elementary and secondarl,

school in Toronto and graduated from Forest Hill Collegiate in 1948.

Early influences on Robert Bateman were Ernest Thompson-Seton, Roger

Torv Peterson and of course the great naturalist painter Johr James
Audubon.

Duringthe summers of 1947 149 Bobwasfortunatetohavea jobina
wlldlife research camp in Algonquin Park n here he reinforced his love of
the r,r,ilderness, naturalist study and more importantly, lived in the

landscape that dominated much of the Group of Ser.en artist's u'ork some

tr,r,entv years before. By this time he had studied and known about these

Canadian painters by attending classes at the Arts and Letters club and

devebping his painting skills with the well respected Ontario artist
Cordon Pavne.

ln 1950, Bob errrolled in the Uni",ersity of Toronto as a geography student
and continued to develop his art extra-curricularly. He attended evening
drar,r,ing classes for five years with artist Carl Schaefer who was associ-

ated with the Group of Seven. Bob graduated from the Universitv of
Toronto in 1954 and enrolled in the Ontarlo College of Education lr'here
1.re completed his studies in 1955. Robert Bateman then embarked upon a

twenty vear career as a secondary school teacher of Art and Geography.

1963 was a pirrotal year in Bob's career as an artist. This was r,r,hen he
filst saw the work of the great American realist painter Andrew Wyeth in
Buffalo, New York. The inspiration of this single show shocked Bob lnto
the realization that realist art had not only merit but that it could capture
the spirit and life of a subject in ways that he thought only possible by
very expressive and impressionistic means.

Since that time, Robert Bateman began to paint more prolifically as a

realist artist. This way of working provided him u,ith the opportunitv to
include his love of nature much more directly in his art. He could
carefully delineate the subject of living things with his 1or,e of the land.
He continued to paint and teach art until 1975. Since that lime, Robert
Bateman has painted fu11 time and has created a rich and glorious bod1,

of work. He has travelled extensively throughout the world and has had
numerous one man exhibitions in Canada and the United States. His art
is also found in countless public and prlvate collections throughout the
world. Bob has been the subject of four major books chronicllng his life
and his art. He non, resides u.ith his wife Birgit on Salt Spr:ing Island,
Britlsh Columbia.

As an outstanding contributor to Canadian culture, he was named an
officer of the Order of Canada in 1984. That same year the C.B.C.

produced a one hour program documenting his life and his art. ln 1985

Robert Bateman \{as presented with the World Wildlife Funds Medal of
Honour by His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, ln Geneva, Switzerland
and in 1987 he received the Governor General's Award for his contribu-
tion to conservation in Canada. In 2001 he received the Order of British
Columbia and was named one of the 20th Centurv's Champlons of
Conservation by the U.S. Natlonal Audubon Society in 1998. Robert
Bateman remains one of Canada's finest artists and his significant
contributions to conserrration of the environment and to Canadian art
will be a lasting legacy.

In discttssing his new print " Screech Oul in Apple kee" , Batemnn said:

" As a boy I spent mnny a day in uinter and early spring looking t'or owls. There

was an old orchard we normally aisited to check the holes in the trees for ouls.

Since we didn't mark them we had to hunt t'or the holes each year. On one

occasion we could haae sworn that there uas a hole but roe cotrldn't find it. We

zoent away and came back agnin t'or a second check when we realized u)e were

looking right at it but the orol's head was t'illing the ca,tity. When basking in the

daytime owls ot'ten almost close their eyes partly to sleep but also t'or cnmouJlage.

Smnll birds ftre attracted to owls' eyes nnd uould mob and pester them. Our 
.

screech owl was quite confident that he blended pert'ectly with the tree. And he

did."

ln relating to the Otter Pair print, he snys: "We are blessed, and sometimes a

littlebitcutsed,Luithotters. WehaaecoutteduptoLlof themliztingundetour

house by the sea on SnltSpring Island. Although they are rioet otters they make

their liaing by fishitg in the salt water. The down side is that our house

sometimes smells like crab patd and tluy haae torn out much of the pink

insulation under tlrc liaing room. The up side is that it is an honour to haae

otters. They are uondert'ul, gregarious, wild cantiuores who are constnntly

amusing us with their antics of play, mock t'ights, mutual grooming and sliding.

Eoen in repose they seem to unnt to touch one nnother. I sau this pair on the

deck just below our kitchen."

Robert Bateman is a keen advocate of the Artists For Kids Trust. He has been a supporting Pakon
since 1991, and has taught in numerous enrichment programs sponsored by the Trust over the
years.

"I can't conceioe of anything being more oaied and rich and handsome than the

planet Earth, And its crowning benuty is the natural world. I'oant to soak it
up, t0 undelstand it as well ns I cnn, and to absorb it . . . and then l' d like to put
it togetlur and express it in my painting. This is the uay I ruant to dedicnte my

lrfr.' Robert Bateman.
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AKTTSTS F*R KSMS

The Artists For Kids Trust uras established in 1989 through a generous partnership betr,r.een some of Canada's finest artists
andtheNorthVancouverSchoolDistlict. Itsmission,throughthesaleoforiginalprintscreatedbyitsartistpatronsistobuild
an art education legacy for the children of British Columbia. The Artists For Kids Gallery is home to a stunning collection of
work created by its partorr artists. Artists For Kids provides a variety of art enrichment program opportunities for thousands
of students of all ages each year, including the popular Paradise Valley Summer School of Visual Art.

Canadian artists who have generously supported the program include: Robert Bateman, Irene F. Whittome, Roz Marsha1l,
Robert Davidson, the late |ack Shadbolt, E. |. Hughes, Kenojuak Ashevak, |ane Ash Poitras, Ted Harrison, Michael Snow, the
late Jean McEwen, Betty Goodwin, Darrid Blackwood, Gordon Smith, Robert Young, Joe Fafard, Cathie Falk, Alan Wood,
Guido Molinari, Molly Lamb Bobak, Anne Meredith Barry, Takao Tanabe, Toni Onley, George Littlechild, Arnold Shives,
Ann Kipling, Charles van Sandwyk, the late Bill Reid, the late B.C. Binning and the estate of Frederick Amess.

V7P 2C1 Phone: 601.903.3797 Fnr: 604. g03.3778 brnacdonald@trcsd44.bc.ca Visit anclbookmark ourueb site at: wzozo.artists4kids.cottr
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The "Artists for Kids" Trust proudly presents

ROBERT BATEMAN

a!) 1991 Robeir Bolemon

..GREAT 
BLUE HERON"

exclusive originol lithogroph, edition of 290, signed by the ortist
imoge size 35.5 cm. X 53.5 cm. (21' x 14")

issue price $2400.00 + foxes
hond printed on groy Rives BFK 100o/o roe poper

30 ortist s proofs. 3 printer s proofs
ovoiloble November, l99l



Robert Botemon corefully prepores his mylor moster for the mouve-blue printing

..GREAT 
BLUE HERON"

The Greot Blue Heron is o hondmode lithogroph print produced exclusively for the Artists
for Kids Trust by Robert Botemon. This five colour originol print differs from the much
lorger editions of reproductions for which Robert Botemon is known becouse it is not o
copy of o pointing, it is on impeccobly drown imoge thot is produced one of o time

Bob creoted this originol print by drowing on five seporote plostic mylor sheets which
were contoct printed to light sensitive metol lithogrohic printing plotes, Eoch colour wos
printed seporotely by hond ond wos edited corefully by Bob ond his printing technicions
This edition of 29O prints took the teom of technicions three weeks to produce. Robert
Botemon commented on creoting this originol print: I think thot explorotion is o normol
port of the creotive process, both in terms of technique ond composition. lVylor litho-
grophs ore o lot of fun. I work with so mony medio - from ink to sondpoper. I olso work
with lots of gusto ond feeling, o style thot is not inhibited by this process,"

Greot Blues ore omongst Bob s fovourite subjects, ond he hos creoted o number of
heron imoges over the yeors. ln his words they combine groce ond fierceness. From on
ortistic point of view one of the foscinotions of herons is thot they con ossume so mony
different shopes. At times they look like lethol weopons with their necks coiled bock ond
reody fo strike; of others they oppeor froil ond stick like; of others they ore oll elegont
curves ond ongles. This heron is perched on o Douglos Fir bronch in the worming morning
mist, hos eoten it s fill of minnows ond is folded down in o resting position. Within its hun-
kered down silhouette, however there ore beoutiful sculpturol orrongements,"



ROBERT BATEMAN
Robert Botemon wos born lrloy 24,.l930 in North Toronto, Ontorio. Bob is the eldest of
ihree boys born to Joseph ond Annie Botemon. His fother wos originolly from Eostern
Ontqrio, his mother from Novo Scotio. Their fomily home in Toronto wos built beside the
offluent Forest Hill Villoge district ond on the edge of the countryside which provided o
perfect environment for o young ortist ond noturolist to develop,

Bob s interest in ort ond noture seemed olwoys to be o port of his life. As o child he hod
o noturol love of drowing ond he never lost thot urge. He knew by the time he wos
twelve he wos going to spend o lot of his life doing ort ond o lot of it looking of birds He
ottended elementory ond secondory school in Toronto ond groduoted from Forest Hill

Collegiote in l94B Eorly influences on Robert Botemon were Ernest Thompson-Seton,
Roger Tory Peterson ond of course the greot noturolist pointer John Jomes Audubon.

During the summers of 1947-49 Bob wos fortunote to hove o job in o wildlife reseorch
comp in Algonquin Pork where he reinforced his love of the wilderness, noturolist study
ond more importontly, lived in the londscope thot dominoted much of the Group of
Seven ortist's work some twenty yeors before. By this time Bob hod studied ond known
obout these Conodion pointers by ottending closses of the Arts ond Letters club ond
developing his pointing skills with the well respected Ontorio ortist Gordon Poyne,

ln 1950. Bob enrolled in the University of Toronto os o geogrophy student ond continued
to develop his ort extro-curriculorly. He ottended evening drowing closses for five yeors
with the mojor Conodion ortist Corl Schoefer who wos ossocioted with the Group of
Seven, Bob groduoted from the University of Toronto in 1954 ond enrolled in the Ontorio
College of Educotion where he completed his studies in 

.l955, 
Robert Botemon then

emborked upon o twenty yeor coreer os o secondory school teocher of Art ond
Geogrophy

.l963 
wos o pivotol yeor in Bob's coreer os on ortist. This wos when he first sow the work of

the greot Americon reolist pointer Andrew Wyeth in Buffolo, New York. The inspirotion of
this single show shocked Bob into the reolisotion thot reolist ort hod not only merit but thot
it could copture the spirit ond life of o subject in woys thot he thought only possible by
very expressive ond impressionistic meons,

Since thol time, Robert Botemon begon to point more prolificolly os o reolist. This woy of
working provided Bob with the opportunity to include his love of noture much more
directly in his ort He could corefully delineote the subject of living things with his love of
the lond, He continued to point ond teoch ort until 

.l975. 
Since then, Robert Botemon

hos pointed full time ond he hos not looked bock. He hos trovelled extensively through-
out the world ond hos hod numerous one mon exhibitions in Conodo ond the United
Stotes. Bob hos olso hod three mojor books published chronicling his life ond his ort, He
now resides with his wife, Birgit, on Soltspring lslond, British Columbio.

As on outstonding contributor to Conodion culture, Bob wos nomed on officer of the
Order of Conodo in 

,l984. 
Thot some yeor the C,B,C, produced o one hour progrom

documenting his life ond his ort, ln l9B5 Robert Botemon wos presented with the World
Wildlife Funds tVedol of Honour by His Royol Highness, Prince Philip, in Genevo, Switzer-
lond. ln l9B7 he received the Governor Generols Aword in Quebec City for his contribu-
tion to conservotion in Conodo. Robert Botemon remoins one of Conodo's finest ortists
ond his contributions to conservotion of the environment ond to Conodion ort will be o
losting legocy.



THE ''ARTISTS FOR KIDS" TRUST
The Artists for Kids Trust wos estoblished in 

.l990 
through the generous cooperotion

omong some of Conodo s finest Artists ond the North Voncouver Boord of School
Trustees. lts mission is to build o permonent trust fund to provide enrichment oppor-
tunities for North Voncouver students of the Visuol ond Performing Arts. Artists supporting
the progrom now include Bill Reid, Gordon Smith, Jock Shodbolt, Robert Botemon, Joe
Foford ond Gothie Folk. The Artists for Kids Trust is guided by on execufive committee
which reports directly to the district superintendent. lt includes the secretory treosurer, o
senior educotionol odministrotor, the visuol ort consultont ond o school odministrotor. An
od-hoc odvisory committee of teochers, school odministrotors ond colloboroting ortists
olso ossist the progrom.

The primory educotionol obiectives of the "Artists for Kids" Trust ore:
1. To provide Fine Arts enrichment opportunities for North Voncouver students K-12

2. To enhonce curriculor ond co-curriculor Fine Arts progroms in North Voncouver Schools
3. To focilitote school bosed Fine Arts enrichment initiotives of teochers, students or

porents
4. To focilitote district bosed Fine Arts enrichment initiotives of teochers, consultonts,

coordinotors ond odministotors

The "Artists for Kids" Trust will olso:
l, Provide opportunities for the presentotion ond performonce of work generoted by

students in the progrom for the community
2, Estoblish for the School District, o permonent collection of originol ortwork produced by

colloboroting ortists
3. Provide the community with the opportunity to obtoin ond oppreciote originol ort

For more informotion obout the Artists for Kids Trust contoct: Bill MocDonold. Visuol Art
Consultont, North Voncouver Schooi District. Bl0 West 2l Street, North Vqncouver,
British Columbio, Conodo, V7P 2C1 Phone r Ph:(604)903-3797 Fax:(604)903-9778

e-mail : bmacdonald @ nvsd44.bc.ca
lnternet: www.artists4kids.com
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Born in Toronto, Robert Bateman was a keen artist and

naturalist from his early days. Bateman painted wildlife and

wilderness in a representational style until his teens, when he

began to interpret nature using a variety of contemporary styles,

including post-impressionism and abstract expressionism. ln

the early 60s, Bateman rediscovered realism and began to
develop the style that would make him one of the foremost
artists depicting the world of nature. ln the 70s and early BOs,

Bateman's work began to receive critical acclaim and to attract
an enormous following.

Since his first one-man show in .l 967, Bateman has had
numerous sell-out exhibitions in Canada, the United States and

Creat Britain. His work is in many public and private collec-
tions, including several art museums. Bateman has had many

one-man museum shows throughout North America, including
an exhibition at the Smithsonian lnstitution in Washington,
D.C.; most of these shows have drawn record-breaking crowds,

His honors, awards and honorary doctorates are numerous; he

was made Officer of the Order of Canada, that country's
highest civil ian award.

With a degree in geography from the University of Toronto,
Bateman's art reflects his commitments to ecology and preser-

vation. Since the early 50s, he has been an active member of
naturalist clubs and other conservation organizations. This
involvement has increased in recent years and is now on a

global scale. He has become a spokesman for many environ-
mental and preservation issues and has used his artworl< and

limited edition prints in fund-raising efforts, which have
provided millions o{ dollars for these worthy causes. He says,

"l can't conceive of anything being more varied and rich and
handsome than the planet Earth. And its crowning beauty is

the natural world. I want to soak it up, to understand it as well
as I can and to absorb it. And then l'd like to put ittogether
and express it in my paintings. This is the way I want to
dedicate my work."

Published by

I'l;lt
Jl0 Center Court, Venice, Florida 34292-3505

The suggested retail price is subject to change without notice.

This edition includes 290 signed and numbered prints,29 Artist's Proofs,

1 1 Publisher's Proofs and 3 Printer's Proofs; total prints pubiished is 333.

Printed in U.S.A.
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Polar Bear is an original hand-drawn lithograph. Robert

Bateman drew his original image on mylar drafting film, a

translucent polyester film. The working surface of mylar is

very similar to the fine grain of Iithographic stones. lt is the

mylar sheets which carry the images drawn by the artist.

These mylar sheets are translucent, so the artist can register

successive drawings on top of each other.

Mylar accepts a variety of drawing media, such as lithographic
crayons, pencil or inks and paints applied with pens, brushes

or sprayed onto the mylar surface. This allows the artist to
achieve quite a striking variety of effects. Polar Bear consists

of four plates, which were made from Robert Bateman's

original drawings on mylar. The images of the drawings are

transferred onto these photosensitive printing plates; each
plate carries a separate color. Once the plates are prepared,

the print is produced on an offset press. Robert Bateman was

present at the printer to monitor the entiie plate-making and
printing processes. He talks about his creative process with
original prints below.

"l think that exploration is a normal part of the creative
process, both in terms of technique and composition. Mylar
lithographs are a lot of fun. I work with so many different
media from ink to sandpaper. I also work with a lot of
gusto and feeling, a style that is not inhibited by the process

required with mylar lithographs.

"ln Polar Bear, I explored ways to treat the rocks and the bear's
fur in particular with a lot of spattering and rubbing. Although
complicated, this process does not inhibit the way I approach
things with a sense of adventure! The key difference with
this original litho process is that these pieces are not reproduc-
tions of originals; each one is an original."

;lt i i i, ;rr !:,i:.,r d,

: :.:..!. .,- ',.::i::;::;

The polar bear is one of the largest carnivores in the world.
A male may weigh more than 1,700 pounds, with a head and
bocly length of eight feet or more. Although they may seem
attractive and almost roly-poly with their lush, white fur, they
are, in reality, extrentely clangerous and - 

like grizzly bears
unpredictable.

I have shown this bear coming around the corner of a wave-
worn, rocky shoreline. He is striding, through the puddles
which have been left by the tide. This indicates the coastal
nature of the polar bear's habitat. Although they may range
many miles inland and have been seen swimming far aut to
sea, they are primarily found where the arctic waters meet the
I a ncl.

POLAR BEAR by Robert Bateman $4,950.00
290 s/n 21-5/8' x 33-1/4" (No. ABD37)

Original lithograph printed in four colors.

INTERNATIONAL
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Bom in Toronto, Robert Bateman has been a keen artist and

naturalist from his early days. Bateman painted wildlife and

wildemess in a representational style until his teens when he
began to interpret nature using a variety ofcontemporary styles.

In the early 60s, Bateman rediscovered realism and began to
develop the style that would make him one of the foremost artists

depicting the world of nature. In the 70s, Bateman's work began

to receive critical acclaim and to attract an enorrnous following.

Since his first one-man show in 1967, Bateman has had
numerous sell-out exhibitions in Canada, the United States and

Great Britain. His work is in many public and private collections,
including several art museums. He was commissioned by the
Govemor General of Canada to do a painting as the wedding gift
for HRH The Prince Charles from the people of Canada. His
work is also included in the collections of HRH The Prince Philip,
the late Princess Grace of Monaco and Prince Bemhard of the
Netherlands. Bateman has had many one-man museum shows

*roughout North America, including an exhibition at the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., and the Canadian
Embassy in Tokyo, Japan. His honors, awards and honorary
doctorates are numerous; he was made Officer of the Order of
Canada, that country's highest civilian award. He has also been

the subject of six films. Two bools of his art, The Art of Robert

B aenan and Tlw W arld of Robm Batemanr, have made publishing
history; they have sold more than a half million copies. A third
book of his art,RobmBatenwnt: An ArtistinNawre, focuses on his
work both as a painter and a conservationist.

Bateman's art reflects his commitments to ecology and preser-

vation. Since the early 60s, he has been an active member of
naturalist clubs and other conservation organizations. This
involvement has increased in recent years and is now on a global
scale. He has become a spokesman for many environmental and
preservation issues and has used his arnvork and limited edition
prints in fund-raising efforts, which have provided millions of
dollars for these worthy causes. He says, "I can't conceive of
anything being more varied and rich and handsome than the
planet Earth. And its crowning beauty is the natural world."

Published by

310 Center Court, Venice, Aonda34292-3505
Distributed in Canada by Natue's Scene, Mississauga, Ontario L5T lR9
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The Keeper oJ the Land is an original hand-drawn
Iithograph. Robert Bateman drew his original images
on mylar drafting film, a polyester film with a working
surface very similar to the fine grain of lithographic
stones. These mylar sheets, which carry the images
drawn by the artist, are translucent, so the artist can
register successive drawings on top of one another.
Mylar accepts a variety of drawing media such as

lithographic crayons, pencil or inks and paints applied
with pens, brushes or sprayed onto the mylar surface.
This allows the artist to achieve quite a striking variety
of effects.

The process of making original lithographs is
complicated and sometimes requires the presence of
the artist at the printer to monitor the plate-making
and printing processes. The Keeper of tlrc Land consists
of four light-sensitive printing plates, which were
made from Robert Bateman's original drawings on
mylar. The images of the drawings are transferred
onto these plates; each plate carries a separate color.
Once the plates are prepared, a progressive proofing
process begins. The plates are hand-inked and printed
on a flat-bed press. Each time a color is added, the
artist may make changes and adjustments to the
original drawings. Robert Bateman was present at the
printer to monitor the plate-making and printing
processes.

R#BEKT B,ryTEM,q}d

Born in Toronto, Robert Bateman was a keen artist and
naturalist from his early days. Bateman's work has
received international critical acclaim and has attracted an
enormous foliowing. His artwork is included in the
collections of HRH The Prince Philip, the late Princess
Grace of Monaco and Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands.
He has had many one-man museum shows throughout
North America, including an exhibition at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C. His honors, awards and
honorary doctorates are numerous; he was made Officer
of the Order of Canada, that countly's highest civilian
award. i{e has also been the subject of three films.

Two books of Bateman's art, The Art of Robert Bateman

and The \Norld of Robert Bateman, have made publishing
history; they have sold more than a half million copies.
A third book of his art, Robert Bateman: An Artist in
Nature, focuses on his work both as a painter and a

conser-uationist. Bateman's art reflects his commitments to
ecology and preservation. He has become a spokesman
for several environmental and preservation issues and has
used his artwork and iimited edition prints in many
fund-raising efforts.

At Mr. Bateman's request, a Conservation Edition of
50 The Keeper of the Land original lithographs has been
published for the development of the Stein Valley Cultural
Centre Project.

Priblishetl by
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The Process of Making the
Great Blue lleron Original Lithograph

The Grent Blue Heron is an original hand-drawn lithograph. Robert Bateman drew his original image

on mylar drafting film, a translucent polyester film. The working surface of mylar is very similar to the

fine grain of lithographic stones. It is the mylar sheets which carry the images drawn bythe artist.

These mylar sheets are translucent) so the artist can register successive drawings on top of each other.

Mylar accepts a variety of drawing media, such as lithographic crayons, pencil or inks and paints applied

with pens, brushes or sprayed onto the mylar surface. This allows the artist to achieve quite a striking

variety of effects. The Great Blue Heron consists of five plates, which were made from Robert

Batemanrs original drawings on mylar. The images of the drawings are transferred onto these

photosensitive printing plates; each piate carries a separate color. Once the plates are prepared, the

prints are produced on a flatbed press. Robert Bateman was present at the printer to monitor the

entire plate-making and printing process. He talks about his creative process with original prints

below.

"I think that exploration is a normal part of the creative process, both in terms of technique and

composition. Mylar lithographs are a lot of furr. I work with so many different media - from ink to
sandpaper. I also work with a lot of gusto and feeling, a style that is not inhibited by the process

required with mylar lithographs. "

310 Center Court r Venice, EL 34292 . 8L3-497-6020 800-237-2233



ROBERT BATEMAN

Born in Toronto, Robert Bateman was a keen artist and naturalist from his
early days. Bateman painted wildlife and wilderness in a representational
style until his teens when he began to interpret nature usinga variety of
contemporary styles induding post-impressionism and abstract
expressionism. In the early 60s, Bateman rediscovered realism and began to
develop- the,style that would make him one of the foremost artists depicting
the world of nature. In the 70s and early 80s, Bateman's work began to
receive critical acclaim and to attract an enormous following.

Since his first one-man show in 1967, Bateman has had numerous sell-out
exhibitions in Canada, the United States and Great Britain. His work is in many
public and private coilections, including several art museums. He was
commissiog_ed- by the Governor General of Canada to do a painting as the
y.4di"g gift for HRH The Prince Charles from the people of CaoaIa. His work
is also induded in the collections of HRH The Prince Dhitip, the late Princess
Grace of Monaco and Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands. 

-Bateman 
has had

many one-man museum shows throughout North America, including an
exhibition at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.; mosr of these
shows have drawn record-breaking crowds. His hoiors, 

"*ards 
and honorary

doctorates are numerous; he was made Officer of the order of Canada, that
country's. hig!9st civilian award. He has also been the subject of three films.
Two books of his art, The Art of Robert Batemaru and Tbe Wrld, of Robert
Botetnan, have made publishing history; they have sold more than hatf a million
copie s.

with a degree in geography from the university of Toronto, Bateman's art
reflects his commitments to ecology and preservation. Since the early 60s, he
has been an active member of naturalist clubs and other conservation
organizali6ns. This involvement has increased in recent years and is now on
a global scale. He has become a spokesman for many environmental and
preservation issues and has used his artwork and timited edition prints in
fund-raising efforlq which have provided millions of dollars for these worthy
causes. He says, "I can't conceive of anything being more varied and rich and
handsome than the planet Eanh.. And its crowning beaury is the narural world. I
want to soak it up, to understand it as well as I cai, and to absorb it. And then
I'd lik: to put it together and express it in my paintings. This is the way I want
to dedicate my work. rr



The "Artists for Kids" Trust proudly presents

ROBERT BATEMAN

@ 1991 RobortBotemon

..GREAT 
BLUE HERON"

exclusive originol lithogroph, edition ot 2X), signed by the ortist
35.5 cm. X 53,5 cm, (2.I"x 14")
issue price S2400,00 + toxes

hond printed on groy Rives BFK 100% rog poper
30 ortist's proofs,3 printe/s proofs,

ovoiloble October, l99l



Robert Botemon corefully prepores his mylor moster for the mouve-blue printing

"Greol BIue Heron"
The Greot Blue Heron is o hondmode lithogrophic print produced exclusivelyforthe
"Artists for Kids" Trust by Robert Botemon. This five colour originol print differs from the
much lorger editions of reproductions for which Robert Botemon is known becouse it is
not o copy of o pointing, it is on impeccobly drown imoge thot is produced one of o
time.
Bob creoted this originol print by drowing on five seporote plostic mylor sheets which
were contoct printed to light sensitive metol lithogrohic printing plotes. Eoch colour wos
printed seporotely by hond ond wos edited corefully by Bob ond his printing technicions.
This edition o'f 29O prints took the teom of technicions three weeks to produce. Roberf
Botemon commented on creoting this originol print: "l think thot explorotion is o normol
port of the creotive process, both in terms of technique ond composition, Mylor litho-
grophs ore o lot of fun. I work with so mony medio - from ink to sondpoper, I olso work
with lots of gusto ond feeling, o style thot is not inhibited by this process."

"Greot Blues" ore omongst Bob's fovourite subjects, ond he hos creoted o number of
heron imoges over the yeors. ln his words "they combine groce ond fierceness. From on
ortistic point of view one of the focinotions of herons is thot they con ossume so mony
different shopes. At times they look like lethol weopons with their necks coiled bock ond
reody to strike; ot others they oppeor froil ond stick like; ot others they ore oll elegont
curves ond ongles. This heron is perched on o Douglos Fir bronch in the worming morning
mist, hos eoten it's fill of minnows ond is folded down in o resting position, Within its hun-
kered down silhouetle, however there ore beoutiful sculpturol orrongements."



ROBERT BATEMAN
Robert Botemon wos born Moy 24,.l930 in North Toronto, Ontorio, Bob is the eldest of
three boys born to Joseph ond Annie Botemon. His fother wos originolly from Eostern
Ontorio, his mother from Novo Scotio. Their fomily home in Toronto wos built beside the
offluent Forest HillVilloge district ond on the edge of the countryside which provided o
perfect environment for o young ortist ond noturolist to develop.

Bob's interest in ort ond noture seemed olwoys to be o port of his life, As o child he hod
o noturol love of drowing ond he never lost thot urge. He knew "by the time he wos
twelve he wos going to spend o lot of his life doing ort ond o lot of it looking ot birds" He
ottended elementory ond secondory school in Toronto ond groduoted from Forest Hill
Collegiote in 

.l948. 
Eorly influences on Robert Botemon were Ernest Thompson-Seton,

Roger Tory Peterson ond of course the greot noturolist pointer John Jqmes Audubon.

During the summers of 1947-49 Bob wos fortunote to hove o job in o wildlife reseorch
comp in Algonquin Pork where he reinforced his love of the wilderness, noturolist study
ond more importontly, lived in the londscope thot dominoted much of the Group of
Seven ortist's work some twenty yeors before. By this time Bob hod studied ond known
obout these Conodion pointers by ottending closses ot the Arts qnd Letters club ond de-
veloping his pointing skills with the well respected Ontorio ortist Gordon Poyne.

ln 1950, Bob enrolled in the University of Toronto os o geogrophy student ond continued
to develop his ort extro-cuniculorly. He ottended evening drowing closses for five yeors
with the mojor Conodion ortist Corlschoeferwho wos ossocioted with the Group of
Seven. Bob groduoted from the University of Toronto in 1954 ond enrolled in the Ontorio
College of Educotion where he completed his studies in 1955. Robert Botemon then em-
borked upon o twenty yeor coreer os o secondory schoolteocher of Art ond Geogro-
phv.

]963 wos o pivotol yeor in Bob's coreer os on ortist. This wos when he first sow the work of
the greot Americon reolist pointer Andrew Wyeth in Buffolo, New York. The inspirotion of
this single show shocked Bob into the reolisotion thot reolist ort hod not only merit but thot
it could copture the spirit ond life of o subject in woys thot he thought onty possible by
very expressive ond impressionistic meons.

Since thot time Robert Botemon begon to point more protificolly in o reotistic styte. This
woy of working provided Bob with the opportunity to include his love of noture much
more directly in his ort. He could corefully delineote the subject of living things with his
love of the lond, He coniinued to point ond teoch ort untill 1975. Since tnen, Robert
Botemon hos pointed fulltime ond he hos not looked bock since. He hos trovelled ex-
tensivelythroughout the world ond hos hod numerous one mon exhibitions in Conodo
ond the United Stotes. Bob hos olso hod three mojor books published chronicolling his life
ond his ort. He now resides with his wife Bergit on Soltspring lslond, British Columbio.

As on outstonding contributor to Conodion culture, Bob wos nomed on officer of the
order of conodo in 

.l984. 
Thot some yeorthe c.B,c. produced o one hour progrom

documenting his life ond his ort. ln '1985 Robert Botemon wos presented with the Wortd
Wildlife Funds Medol of Honour by His Royol Highness, Prince Philip in Genevo, Switzer-
lond. ln '1987 he received the Governor Generol's Aword in Quebec City for his contribu-
tion to conservotion in Conodo, Robert Botemon remoins one of Conodo's finest ortists
ond his contributions to conseruotion of the environment ond to Conodion ort will be o
losting legocy.



THE ''ARTISTS FOR KIDS" PROGRAM
"Artists for Kids" Trust wos estoblished in 1990 through the generous cooperotion omong
some of Conodo's finest Artists ond the North Voncouver Boord of SchoolTrustees. lts

mission is to build o permonent trust fund to provide perpetuol enrichment opportunities
for North Voncouver students of the visuol ond performing Arts. Artists supporting the pro-
grom now include Bill Reid, Gordon Smith, Jock Shodbott, Robert Botemon, Joe Foford
ond Gothie Folk. The "Artists for Kids" progrom is guided by on executive committee
which reports directly to the district superintendent. lt includes the secretory treosurer, o
senior educotionol odministrotor, the visuol ort consultont ond o school odministrotor, An
od-hoc odvisory committee of teochers, school odministrotors ond colloboroting ortists
olso ossist the progrom.

The primory educcttionol obiectives of the "Arlisls for Kids' progrom ore:
1. To provide Fine Arts enrichment opportunities for North Voncouver students K-12
2. To enhonce cuniculor ond co-curriculor Fine Arts progroms in North Voncouver Schools
3. To focilitote school bosed Fine Arts enrichment initiotives of teochers, students or

porents
4. To focilitote district bosed Fine Arts enrichment initiotives of teochers, consultonts,

coordinotors ond odministotorc

The "Arlists for Kids'Trusl willolso:
l. Provide opportunities for the presentotion ond performonce of work generoted by

students in the progrom for the community
2. Estoblish for the School District. o permonent collection of originol ortwork produced by

colloboroting ortists
3. Provide the community with the opportunity to obtoin ond oppreciote originol ort

For more informotion obout the "Artists for Kids" Trust contoct: Bill MocDonold, Visuol Art
Consultont. North Voncouver School District. 8.l0 West 2l Street, North Voncouver,
British Columbio, Conodo, V7P2C1 Phone (M)987-6667 Fox (6M) 987-8967


