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'Art is my fo
and my love )

!

She's a celebrity
guest on board
an Arctic cruise,
but nothing
the Inuit artist does
broadcasts her
profession. When the
ship pulls into Cape
Dorset, however,
it's as if the Queen
herself has landed

BYMARINA'IMENEZ
CAPE DORSET, NUNAVUT

the late afternoon sun, on an ice
floe that glitters turquoise in the
frisidArctic waters.

book or palette of watercolorr., I '|l
keeps her pencils crammed in sit
old Tiffany box. She does not J61



Ioffe, In
sails across Bay. Her chis- avid

don's Tate Gallery as well as Otta-
wa's National Gallery of Canada.

Instead, she sketches quietlY in
her room, plays Pihg-Pong on the
ship with art historian Carol HeP-
penstall, dances to oceanic trouba-
dour Tom Kovac's version of. Twist
and Shout, and poses with all the
patience of a Holllrwood celebrity. ,

"Art is my job and mY love. I
would be very much in need with-
out my art," she saYs.

Six of Kenojuak's Prints are cur-
rently on display at FeheleY Fine
Arts, a gallery in Toronto's Yorkville
district that specializes in Inuit art.

"Foryears Kenojuakhas not onlY
been one of the toP sellers but one
of the most sought after," said Pat
Feheley, gallery owner and friend of
the artist.

See IGNOIUAKonPageR3

elled face is impassive and she
seems as oblivious to the cold as to
the throngs of passengers nearbY,
who are shivering but clearlY en-
thralled to be in the presence of this
renowned artist and carver from
Cape Dorset, Nunavut.

She is a guest on this Arctic exPe-
dition led by Adventure Canada,
the first travel company to invite an
Inuit celebrity on board, and Pas-
sengers are thrilled for the opportu-
nitv to eat breaKast with her, and
learn about her art and her life. Ad-
venture Canada has also invited
Doris McCarthy, the 93-Year-old
landscape painter, on board as the
sreat Canadian artist of the south." At th" moment, however, fans of
both artists are lockeYing to Pho-
tograph severalwalruses basking in

fished: "I remember camPing out
on the land once when three Polar
bears attacked our camP at mid-
night. I had a rifle on hand to helP
scare them away," she says through
her Inuktitut interPreter.

At 76, her hunting daYs are most-
lv behind her. A tiny, plumP woman
with a chortling laugh, Kenojuak is
a much jollier figure than the stoic,
idealized Inuk of the popular imag-
ination. In her uniform of black
stretch pants, sensible shoes and a
fleece vest, with her long salt-and-
pepper hair pulled back in a flowerY
plastic banette, she looks more like
an energetic grandmother than a
grand matriarch of the arts.

Nothing she does on the cruise,
in fact, broadcasts her profession.
She does not carry around a sketch

I

Kenojuak Ashevak and her work Dancing Ravens:
with my art. . . . TWo of my grandkids live with me
and dance class.'
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g her
help them make art," she saYs'

S'ailine with her todaY across the
Arctic oi this exPedition is Hous-
ton's son, John, a filmmaker and
eallery owner who grew uP with her
in Cape Dorset. She has known him
since he was a babY and remains
close to his familY. "Kenojuak has

blended a great sense ofhumour' a
virtuosic aitistic abilitywith a deep

caring for her familY and communi-
t"." iavs Iohn Houston, who is
c'ompletins the last in a trilogY of
u**d-*irr-*t iog films about Inuit
art and culture-. He is on board this
jo,lt.r"y as an Adventure Canada
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resource person.
"Kenoiuak found an outlet for

her expiession and has Pursued
that with a singular vision," Hous-
ton savs. "She came of age just as

Inuit irt was becoming fashiona-
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On the second-Iast daY of the
vovage,' there's an auction' The
loneiables in the dining room are

ruef witfr Doris McCarthY's beau-
tifullv tumed out watercolour
sketihes of icebergs and Arctic
scenes. Among the Prints that Ke-

noiuak unfurls aret Tuluga4' a rav-
urr'*ith a blue feather in its mouth;
Timmiaruqsimaiuq, a girl's face

with raven hair and an owl bodY;

ii Primat Exchange, a raven and
seagul surrounded bY srylized
feathers.

"When I see PeoPle are very lq:
terested in one drawing, I will recall
it and think about it and it will mo-
tivate me to keeP exPloring that
theme," Kenojuak saYs. "I trY to
present mY ideas in the strongest
^possible wav. I trY to show an ani-
hal's great itrengttr. I used the en-
cfrantJd featherJon the raven, for
examDle, to showits glory'"

She beams when all her work is

ourchased - and bristles at the
Luestion about when she will stoP

drawing: "PeoPle often treat art as

though-it is very di-fferent from anY

other" Drofessibn and ask, whY

would you want to keeP doing this?

This is inY iob and mY love' I cannot
imagine lifb wittrout art."
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Inuit artist Kenoi uak Ashevak filmmaker John Houston aboard a cruise ship in theArctic'

with tuberculosis in 195 1. She was

sent to a hosPital in Querbec City to
recover and did not see her hus-

fants. She adoPted another four.)
In the 1950s, she met with

Houston, the visionarY would Prints.
become her Captivated "James Houston was reallY

by an image eating sea- first person to the Inuit
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BY MARGO PFEIFF

North'ern delights
!ohibitions 

0cross Conodo celebrote 50 ye0rs rf Cope Dorset ort

DlZ

lf You Go
. What Kinngait Studios (formerly

West Baffin Eskimo Co-operative)
. Where: Cape Dorse! Nunavut
. When: Open Mondays through

days trom 9 a.m. to noon and I
to 5 p.m.

. CostAdmission is free.

. Contacts: 1-867-897-8878 or
http://www.dorsetfi nearts.com/a l-
thome.html

. Where to stay: Cape Dorset Suites is
the only hotel in town. Rates about
$200 per night.

. Contacts: 1-867-897-8806 or
wwwdorsetsuites.com

CAPE DORSET, Nunavut _ perched
on a stool, wearing a faded windbreak_
er and sneakers, Sl_year_old Kenojua_k
Ashevak signs one print after rnoihe,
rn the wo,rkshop of Cape Dorset,s Kin_
ngart studios. She looks more Iike a typ_
ical grandmother than Nunavut,s a#il_
tic s rperstar - the recipient of the O._
der of Carada, fwo honorary doctorates
and,,in 2OO8, the first Inuit""r* i;;;;
the-Gov_ernor-General,S Award foivil
sual andmedia arts.

Freighter canoes, snowmobiles and
carrbou antlers Iitter the yards and
beachfoont outside the doors ofthe unas_
suming cluster of green buildines ihat
make up the small studio complei. Sled
*"g:.n"ry1 Cape lorset in r"r6"rn e;-
hn Island is a sr-nall gid of unpaved roads
lined with no-frills bungalorars alonssid;
two clurch es, u corplE of g;";;-;il;;;
ouldmgs and windowless shops.

- In no,one's wildest dreamddoes this
Iook Iike the country', -orir.iirti.community. Yet the hamlet,s 1,2O0 res_
rdents.have more artists per capita than
any other Canadian municiprhtv. Witii
about 110 carver.s ,"a prirt.'rf."rr,
nearly one quarter of tfe tocal wo.t j
fo_rce is made up of artists, accordins to
a tederal govemrnent study.
. "Cqpq 

Dorset is Inuit Art Central. the
birttrplace of the North," hish;;i;;;:
ty^stone carvings and traditional nrints
o.t hunters, parka-clad women,
shamans and northern creatures.
Theseimages have become Cu""diu"
icons, bestowed upon visitine .;;;il-
presidents, prime minist"., uid pbpe"r.
Not bad for an art form with a hisiori oi
only 5O years.

.But, as-in most Nunavut communi_
ties_, locals still rely heavily on hunti-r,e
and fishing to feedtheir fainiG;. ni;;
artists are also subsistence hunters who
[Urn to art-to earn cash to hrrv tho fi,oi

Fri-
p.m.

lrills bungolows, two churches, goverRment buildings ond

Nunovut's Olympic ort
connections
When inukshuk - man-shaped stone
trail markers - became the off;cial
201 0 Olympic logq Vanoc (the Vancou-
ver Organizing Committee for the
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games) commissioned hundieds of
hand-sized carved inukshuk from
Nunavut carvers.

Carvers put their unique style into the
fi rst-ever handmade dfficiai Olympic
souvenirs, which will sell for $i5O'
each. Created from traditional green
or black stone, they come packlged
in a special Olympics-branded tin
complete with the carver's name and
a short biography. No two are the
same.

Meanwhile, over in the Southern Baffin
lsland community of pangnirtung,
during the spring of 2009,an igloq
speed skate6 inukshu( ski-jumper and
the criss--cross image of the Inuit string

PHOTOS BY MARGO PFEIFF/ CNs

Cope Dorset is o smoll centre of unpoved roods lined with no.windowless shops.



ano Durlels tney nee0 to survrve.llnrs ls DOfSet StUdiO.
a part of the world where a new snow-
mobile can cost more than glo,OOO Post stamp and fetched $58,65o in
and employrnent in_our southern sense 2OO1 at a Tbronto auction, the highest
of having a "town job" is rare. price ever paid for an Inuit print.

lhepqnts Kenojuakis signingwillbe When I asked her what she thought
released on Oct. L6 as part of the much about all the attention and kudos she
an_ticipated 5oth anrrual Cape Dorset generates, she laughed and shrugged,
collection produced by Kinngait Stu- salng simply, "I'm justhappyto make
dios - formerlyWest Baffin Eskimo somemoneytohelpmygrandchildren."
Co-op (\AIBEC). like all things Inuit, there is no preten-

Canada's longest continuously run- tiousness about the artists up here.
$ngprintstudiohasbeensosuccessful Kenojuakwasencouragedbyayoung
thaf Greenland, India and Africa have artist named James Hou"ston who firsT
asked for its help in setting up their brought international attention to the
own indigenous fine-art agendas . artistic talents found in the eastem Arc-

Throughout 2009, small galleries tic in the 195Os. In 196O, Toronto artist
across the countryhave been celebrat-
ing Cape Dorset's anniversary. And
from Oct. 16 to Jan. lT,theNational
Gallery will launch its own major tribute
featuring experimental prints and
drawings never displayed before as well
as most of the originallg1g and the
newlylaunched 2oO9 collections. Keno-
juak and fellow pioneer Kananginak
Pootoogook, the only other 1959 veter-
an, have offerings inboth collections.

Kenojuak started her artistic career in
the 195os, drawing by the light of 4
seal-oil lamp in outpost camps as her
husband hunted and she raised their
children.

Over the past haH century, she has be-
come a legend with her 196O Enchant-
ed Owl, which appeared on a Canada

ANNUAL@/a/ioo{.o/r.t
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Roundtrip 5an Diego

Terry Ryan took over the reins from
Houston and nur[ured an industrythat
now generates $20 million annuallyfor
the territory. Ryan was back in Cape
Dorset last spring to celebrate the Soth
annrversary.

"This was the original'Sl2' - the en-
tire craft shop," he said, looking around
what is now the studio coffee room's
tiny 512 square feet, a standard issue
195Os northern house. Ryan never
dreamed he would remain in Cape
Dorset for 4O years before heading
south in 2OOO to help run a southern
outlet, Dorset Fine Arts, from Toronto
for nearly another decade.

The quiet, intense man gazed slowly

INAVEL ITIEBSIIES
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prepored for the 2009 collection.

art is uqique to Cape Dorset.
"In the beginning local rock was used

and it was hard work cutting and pol-
ishing a boulder into a flat surface onto
which the image couldbe etched," said
Manning. In the early 1960s after a
pool hall in town went broke they found
the table's slab of slate perfect for print-
making. "And that's what we've used
ever since," he said.

Over the past decade, the face oflnu-
it prints has been changing as a new
generation of Dorset artists Shifts from
traditional images to bold and some-
times disturbingvisions of the contem-
porary Arctic in which they grew up.
They didn't live nomadic lives as
hunters with iegends, spirits and crea-
tures. Their reality is often crowded
housing, substance abuse, southern
schooling and television - and that's
whatthey're putting on paper.

While the art-buying public still prefers
classical renditions ofigloos and pranc-
ing caribou, the contemporarywork is re-
ceiving critical kudos. In the spring of
2O08, a special collection called Nine

row by row, on a woven mural that's
two metres by three metres.

Four lnuit women sat before a giant :

loom threading colourful yarn in the
tapestry studio at the Uqqurmiut Cen-
tre for Arts and Crafts. Designed by four
artists from Labrador, Nunavi( Pangnir-
tung and Holman lsland in the Western
Arctic, the mural was commissioned by
Vanoc and now hangs in the Richmond
Olympic Speed Skating Oval. See
www.uqq urmiut.com/index.htm I for

. more on the mural.

Works by Seven Artists was devoted en-
tirely to contemporary Cape Dorset
artists, as is the shrdio's 2O1O calendar.

And while I've always admired tradi-
tional Inuit art, it was a contemporary
work that caught my heart and prompt-
ed me to buy my first Cape Dorset print
after almosttwo dozen trips north. I de-
cided to invest in the new Nunayut, a
print of an evocative and mydterious
pair of female nudes called Tattooed
Women byArnaqu Ashevak, the adopt-
ed son of Kenojuak Ashevak.
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