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MIGHAEL SNOW

SMOKE AND MIRRORS

The "Artists for Kids" Trust proudly offers

C-print enlargement, edition of 50, 10 artists' proofs
signed and numbered by the artist

101 .5 X 61 cm. [40 x 28.5"]
released April 1994

issue price $3500.00

Michael Snow
Michael Snow is an internationally renowned visual artist,
filmmaker and musician. As a visual artist, he works in many
media, including drawing, painting, sculpture and photogra-
phy. He has created a reputation as a "framer of vision" who,
through his inventive and provocative work, has amazed and
astounded audiences for more than forty years.

He was born December 10, 1929, in Toronto, Ontario. Aside
from a brief stay in Jtlontreal, he grew up and was educated
in the established Toronto neighborhood of Rosedale. ln
recalling his early years, the artist said " I think the two most
important things in my life...were that my father went blind
when I was 15, and , that my mother... is a very fine pianist.
His father's blindness accounts for his life long interest in
pursuing visual themes in his imagery, and his mother's
musical influence accounts for his love of piano and Jazz.
Michael became interested in art during his high school years
and won the Art Prize upon graduation from Upper Canada
College in 1948. He promptly entered the Ontario College of
Art and specialized in design. He also began to play music
with a group and developed his painting skills independently.
He graduated from the O.C.A. in 1952, and after a brief stint
as a commercial artist, spent 18 months travelling in Europe,
visiting museums and drawing daily.

When he returned to Toronto, he established a studio and
received his introduction to film by working as an animator.
lvlichael Snow launched his amazing career in 1956 with his
first solo exhibition. During the years 1962-1972he lived in
a loftinthe Soho neighborhood of NewYorkCity. ltwasthere
that "Walking Women" came of age and his underground film
"Wavelength" became recognized as a work that altered the
history of film. Living in Toronto for the last 30 years, lr/ichael
Snow's prolif icwork in many mediums continuesto be thought
provoking and sometimes controversial. He remains one of
Canada's foremost and important artists.

Michael Snow's art can be found in numerous private and
public collections throughout Canada, the United States and
in Europe; including the National Gallery of Canada in
Ottawa, the Museum of lt/odern Art in New York City and in
the Musee d'Art Moderne in Paris. ln 1994 he was honoured
with a forty year retrospective exhibition in Toronto: Ihe
Michael Snow Project. lt was the largest exhibition ever
afforded a living or dead artist in Canada. Other honours
include being awarded first prize in the 1968 Belgian lnterna-
tional lndependent Film Festival. He was Canada's represen-
tative in the 1970 Venice lnternational Biennale. He has
received honorary doctorates from Yale and Brock Universi-
ties, and in 1 983, received the prestigious Order of Canada for
his contribution to culture.

The photo work Smoke lna Mirrors illustrates the visual
genius of the artist in a hide and seek image of concept
married with medium. The painted self-portrait is reversed,
reflected, photographed, destroyed by fire and re-photo-
graphed. ln a recent interview, Michael Snow claimed "What
I am trying to do is make people see things in front of them-
the 'now' in the contact with the work." This work certainly
engages the vrewer in the process of seeing the now!

Michael Snow shares some early work in the S.L. Simpson Gallery in Toronto.

The "Artists for Kids" Trust
The "Artists for Kids" Trust was established in 1989 through
the generous cooperation among some of Canada's finest
artists and the North Vancouver Board of SchoolTrustees. lts
mission, through the sale of original prints by its artist patrons,
is to build a lasting legacy for visual and performing arts
programs for the children of British Columbia. The "Artists for
Kids" Trust provides four annual scholarships to graduating
students and a variety of arts enrichment opportunities for
hundreds of elementary and secondary students each year.

Canadian artists who have generously supported the pro-
gram include: Jr/ichael Snow, Jean lr/cEwen, Betty Goodwin,
David Blackwood, Bill Reid, Gordon Smith, Jack Shadbolt,
Robert Bateman, Joe Fafard, Gathie Falk, Alan Wood, Guido
lr/olinari, It/olly Lamb Bobak, Anne Jr/eredith Barry and the
the estates of the late B.C. Binning and the late Fred Amess.

To make an appointment to view Michael Snow's print Smoke and Mirrors
or if you would like more information about "Artists for Kids" programs,
please contact: Bill MacDonald, Executive Director, "Artists for Kids" Trust,
810 West 21st Street, North Vancouver, B.C. V7P 2C1
Phone:604-987-6667 Fax:604-987-8967
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The "Artists for Kids" Trust
with the kind cooperation of the

S.L Simpson Gallery, Mira Godard Gallery,
and the Sable-Castelli Gallery

are pleased to invite you to the exclusive release of

Smohe and Miruors
a limited edition photo worh by

Michael Snow
Monday April 18, 1994

Park Plaza Hotel
4 Avenue Road,

Toronto

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

the artist will be present
refreshments will be serued

exclusiue original prints by
Guido Molinari Betty Goodwin Jean McEwen

Gathie Falk Joe Fafard Bitl Reid
will also be auailable

for further information,
please call Bill MacDonald: (604) 987-6667and. Mimors,

30" edition: 50

fo, Kids" Trust
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THE CHATRMAN or [,lusrr o'ART coNTEMp0RAIN
lvln, Rov Lacnuo HrrruRru
AND THr DTRECToR I,lR. NARcrr BnISEBoIS
TAKE GREAT PLEASURE IN INVITING YOU

THunsonv JRruuenv 26, 1995 er 6 PN

TO THE OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION

michaeL
S nouu

Wonrs FRoM THE coLLECTIoN oF THE NRrtouRt-
GRllrnv or CRruRoR.

0ru ruIS 0ccAsI0N THE MUSEUM wILL ScREEN

[,lICHATI SruOW IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT

ARTISTS oN THE CNruEIIAN CONTEMPORARY ART SCENE.

STrucT THE MID-FIFTIES, HIS t4ORK HAS COMBINED

HUMOUR AND CONCEPTUAL RIGOUR t,,lITH REMARKABLE

MASTERY, THE EXHIBITION PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW
OF THE MULTI FACETED EVOLUTION OF HIS WORK, BY

PRESENTING HIS DRAWINGS, PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES,

PHOTOGRAPHS AND A RETROSPECTIVE OF HIS FILMS.

Mrculrr Sruow I^tILL MEET THE puBLrc Rr 5 pN

orrr TUURSDAy JnruueRv 26, wnEN HE wI LL DI scuss
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF HIS },{lORK,

27 JANVIER AU 23 AVRIL 1995
JANUARY 27 TO APRIL 23,1995

27 JANVIER
JANUARY 27

AU 23 AVRIL 1995
To APRrL 23,1995










