
Arnold Shives AfnOld ShiveS is an internationatty recognized
Canadian painter and master print maker and is also
a mountaineer of much renown.

Arnold Edward Shives was born December 27,1943in
Vancouver, BC. As a child he recalls always loving to draw
and has a vivid memory of encouragement from a classmate
to whom he sold a drawing to at age 9. This early entre-
preneurial success led him to sell his work door-to-door in

his west-side neighborhood, furlher motivating the budding
young artist!

Shives continued to develop his love of art during high school
years at Lord Byng Secondary in Vancouver and later at
U.B.C. where, in his freshman years, he audited painting

classes with the ever inspiring Gordon Smith. ln 1964,

following two years at university, he moved to California to
complete a BFA degree at the San Francisco Art lnstitute.
There he was profoundly influenced by teacher Richard
Diebenkorn and went on graduate with an IVA in Painting
from Stanford University.

ln 1968 he returned to Vancouver and met Toni Onley who
became a lifelong mentor and supporter of his work. Toni

encouraged Arnold to pursue his imagery with professional
galleries and met early success in both Vancouver and
Toronto. Since that time he has worked as a full time artist
exploring the serene nature of the landscape in painting,
assemblage and through print making.

Shives'experiences as a mountain climber have provided
a rich repertoire of imagery for his work over the years. He
has made a number of first ascents of peaks from the north
Cascades to the glaciered peaks of nofihern BC and has
climbed with some of the province's top mountaineers. He is
mentioned in Bruce Fairley's "Canadian lVountaineering An-
thology" and in Phil Dowling's "Famous Climbers in Canada"

Exhibited across Canada, the United States, in South Africa,
in Europe and in Japan, Shives work can be found in numer-
ous public and private collections including the National Gal-
lery of Canada in Ottawa, the San Francisco Art [Vuseum and
in the Artists for Kids Gallery in North Vancouver.

He has received a number of honours including Canada
Council grants over the years and was appointed a member
of the Royal Canadian Academy (RCA) in 2006. Arnold
Shives lives and works at his home studio in North Vancouver
with his wife Sue and their children.

The linoblock print "Spire Dance" was inspired by a dra-
matic cedar snag found on a trail in Bowen lsland's Crippen
Regional Park. It's raw simplicity, strong sculptural form and
flashes of colourful floating light depict the magic of the forest
experience for the artist. The bold play of thrusting forms
juxtaposed with hidden foliage shapes combine in a powerful
impeccably carved composition. "Spire Dance" rs unmistak-
ably Shives at his print making best!

Arnold works "in situ" as he prepares a montype printing plate

The Artists for Kids Trust was established in 1989 through a
generous partnership between some of Canada's finest artists and

the North Vancouver School District. lts mission, through the sale of

original prints created by its artist patrons is to build an art education

legacy for the children of British Columbia. Arlists for Kids houses

a stunning collection of contemporary Canadian art in it's Gallery

and provides a variety of art enrichmbnt program opportunities for
thousands of students of all ages and abilities each year.

Canadian artists who generously support the program include:

Arnold Shives, Ross Penhall, Wayne Eastcott, Gordon Smith,

Jamie Evrard, Graham Gillmore, Greg IVlurdock, Ted Harrison,

J. Carl Heywood, Rodney Graham, the late Toni Onley, Douglas

Coupland, KenojuakAshevak, Roz lVlarshall, Robert Davidson, the

late Jack Shadbolt, the late E. J. Hughes, Robert Young, Jane Ash

Poitras, tt/ichael Snow, the late Jean A/lcEwen, Robert Bateman,

David Blackwood, Betty Goodwin, Joe Fafard, Gathie Falk, Alan

Wood, the late Guido lMolinari, It/olly Lamb Bobak, the late Anne
It/eredith Barry, TakaoTanabe, George Littlechild, lrene F. Whit-

tome, Ann Kipling, Charles van Sandwyk, the late Bill Reid, the late

B.C. Binning and, the bequest of Frederick and Betty Amess.

To make an appointment to view Arnold Shives' print "Spire Dance",

or if you require more information about other Artists for Kids prints

or its programs, please contact the lVlanaging Director: Bill IVac-

Donald at the Artists For Kids Gallery, 810 West 21st Street, North

Vancouver, BC Canada. V7P 2C1 Phone: 604.903.3797
Fax: 604.903.3778 bmacdonald@nvsd44.bc.ca

www.artists4kids.com

Spire Dance
6 colour linocut

printed on 3009 Rives BFK 100% rag paper by New Leaf Editions
edition 50, 5 artist's proofs, signed and numbered by the artist

paper size: 40 x30.25", image size: 32x23.75"
released lvlarch, 2007

issue price: $1,200

artists
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The Board of Directors
for the Seymour Art Gallery

invite you to attend the
opening reception for

Arnold Shives

Forest Tangle detail

Tuesday 25 Febrvary
from 7 -9prn

Come and enioy the artist's
experimental wall sculptures as well

as a collection of his printworks.
You are welcome to bring a friend.

North Vancouver

Mount

Bunard lnlet

4360 Gallant Avenue, North Vancouver,BC VIG 1Lz

12:00-4:00 Daily Closed Mondays

Phone: 604.924.1 378 Fax: 604.924.3786

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the City of North Vancouver and the
District of North Vancouver and the assistance of the Arts & Culture Commission oI

North Vancouver, the BC Gaming Commission
and our business, family and individual members

Arnold Shives:
Delving into Nature

19 Febr uary to 2SMarch 2OOB
Seymour Art Gallery

Burnaby o
North





Arnold Shives is a senior Canadian artist living in

Vancouver whose distinguished artistic career spans

three decades. A graduate of tlre San Francisco Art
lnstitute, Shives made his marl< early, capturing both

the San Francisco Art lnstitute's painting prize and

the Carnegie Corporation of New York Fellowship.

Since then, his worl< has been exhibited in Canada,

the Unlted States and Europe. His prints are

particularly popular combining a unique vision with

masterly 1-echnique. They are avidly collectecl

internationally by public institutions and corporations.

The Vancouver Art Gallery, the San Francisco

lVluseum of Art and the National Gallery of Canada,

as well as lVlobil 0il, Air Canada, Deloitte & ToLrche

and the Banl< of ,America own worl<s by Shives.

Shives is recognized as a master printmal<er: he has

participated in exhibitions across Nortlr America, ancl

in Japan, Holland, Slovenia and Croatia.

Since 1995 he has been worl<ing witlr a new

experinrental three-dimensional process/ as well as

continuing lris printmal<ing. The 3-D worl<s which

hang on the wall like relief sculphrres, orrginaLecl orrt

of the printmal<ing process.The wood block which is

traditionally used as the tooled-surface in

printmal<ing, becomes the finished artworl< itself.

Shives has carved into and coloured these bas-reliefs.

He then mounts some of them on corrugated nretal,

wlrich provides a dynamic optical illusion of

nrovement witlrirr the work as one passes by. 0thers

include references to the nalural world through found

objects and obscured visual clues.

Yet for the last tlrirty years, it has been his worl<s

on paper - monotypes, linocuts, woodcuts and

lithographs * which have earned him international

recoqnition. These worl<s have been executecl in his

explosive signature style irnbued with spirituality. A

Roman Catholic, Shives clearly links the natural

worlcl lvlth tlre spiritual. He cele[:rates nature and

creation as something that we should value and tal<e

care of. As such, he draws Ltpon tlre parrtlteist

tradition which can be found in the worl< of artists as

diverse as Bellini, in lris Pantheon of St. Francis, and

the theosophist landscapes of Lawren Harris. In all of

these worl<s it is nature which clraws people closer to

Gocl and the spirit.The art worl< tlren becomes the

medium for that message. Shives's worl< is executed

with confident skill and vision, wlrich has been

developed for almost forty years.
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Overleaf - Contd Succulent - ;lrnold ShiYes

Arnold Shives








