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B.C. BINNING

ATOMIC FOUNTAIN

The "Artists for Kids" Trust proudly offers

six colour serig:raph, edition of 100, 10 printer's proofs
posthumously printed by Gordon Smith in honour of B.C. Binning

printed on Arches 100% rag paper
30 X 25 cm. 114 x 10"1

released January 1994
issue price $200.00

B.C. BINNING
B. C. Binning is one of this century's foremost Canadian
artists who is best known for his lively line drawings and
for his geometric, non-figurative abstract paintings. He
was also revered as an outstanding art educator who
believed fervently in the necessity of arts education for
everyone.

Bertram Charles Binning was born February 10, 1909
in Medicine Hat, Alberta. At the age of frve, he moved with
his family to Vancouver where he was educated and devel-
oped his affinity to the West coast and its environment. His
early interest in art was nurtured during an extended stay
in hospital, where he spent many idle hours drawing.
Following graduation from Kitsilano High School in1927,
he enrolled in the Vancouver School of Applied and
Decorative Arts and began his formal art education. There
he studied drawing with Frederick Varley, painting with
Jock MacDonald and forged his life long interest in art and
education. In 1934, two years after his graduation, he
accepted a job as Drawing Instructor at the Vancouver
School ofArt and spent the next fifteen years teaching,
drawing, and expanding his knowledge of art through a
number of foreign sabbaticals, including studying with
Henry Moore in London, England.

B.C. Binning joined the School of Architecture at the
University of British Columbia in 1949, a position which
assisted him in furthering his frrm beliefs that art should
be an integral part of the community. This was evidenced
by his initiating childrens' Saturday Morning classes at
the Vancouver Art Gallery in 1941 and by his establishing
the Fine Arts GaIIery and the Student Union collection of
Canadian art on the U.B.C. campus. In 1955, he founded
the Department of Fine Arts and held the chairman's
position until 1968. Despite failing health, he continued
to teach at the university until his death in 1976.

During his tenure as professor at the university, he
remained an active artist and maintained an impressive
exhibition schedule. Along with a number of exhibitions in
major Canadian cities, he also had work included in the
prestigious Sao Paulo andVenice International Biennales.
His work can be found in many private and public collec-
tions throughout Canada including: the Vancouver Art
Gallery, the Art Gallery of Ontario and the National
Gallery of Canada in Ottawa. He received many honours
during his career, including the Royal Architectural
Institute's Allied Arts Award in 1962. In 1971 he was
appointed an Offrcer of the Order of Canada.

The serigraph Atomic Fountain is a commemorative
reproduction of a painting created by B.C. Binning in
1950. Itwas printed posthumously by GordonSmithwith
the permission of Mrs. Jessie Binning. This print was
produced in the same manner as Night Harbour and
others created by Gordon Smith for his good friend during
the 1950s. In Gordon Smith's words, "Bert would surely
have been involved in the 'Artists for Kids' Trust if he were
here today.' "Creating this print keeps his classic
imagery alive and assists in the important mission of the
providing art education in the community".

Gordon Smith carelully prepares a stencil lor the Atomic Fountain print.

The "Artists for Kids" Trust
The "Artists for Kids" Trust was established in 1989
through the generous cooperation among some of Canada's
frnest artists and the North Vancouver Board of School
Trustees. Its mission, through the sale of original prints by
its artist patrons, is to build a lasting legacy for visual and
performing arts programs for the children of British Co-
Iumbia. The "Artists for Kids" Trust provides four annual
scholarships to graduating students and a variety ofarts
enrichment opportunities for hundreds of elementary and
secondary students each year.

Canadian artists who have generously supported the pro-
gram include: the estate of the late B.C. Binning, Betty
Goodwin, David Blackwood, Bill Reid, Gordon Smith, Jack
Shadbolt, Robert Bateman, Joe Fafard, Gathie Falk, Alan
Wood, Guido Molinari, Molly Lamb Bobak, Anne Meredith
Barry, Michael Snow, Jean McEwen and the estate of the
late Fred Amess.

To mahe an appointment to uiew the B, C, Binning print Atomic
Fountain, or if y ou would like more information about " Artists for Kids"
programs, please c.on.tact: Bill MacDonald, Director, "Artists for Kids"
Trust, 810 West 2
Phone:604-987-6 810 W. 21st, N. Vancouver BC V7p 2C1

Ph :(604)903 -sT gT Fax:(604)90 s_g77 I
e-mail : bmacdonald @ nvsd44.bc.ca
I nternet: www.artists4kids.com

't# a.JI
l
I

fq
{


