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a financial saviour arrived at the last minute
t EJ. Hughes almost gave up painting

BY KEVIN GRIFFIN
VANCOUVTR SUN
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rn for $920n000 in 2004, to become the highest-priced work by E.J. Hughes.
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and - I hoped - to collectors all
over the world."

Stern paid Hughes $500 for several
paintings.

"He came in the nick of time with
his contract,l'Hughes said in 2004. "It
\,vas my chance to work full-time on
painting."

It was a relationship that lasted
more than 35 years until Stern died in
1987.

By 1987,20 years after his frst ret-
rospective work at the VAG, Hughes
was being paid about $10,000 a paint-
ing. The most he ever received from
one painting was $25,000 from Stern.

Over the years, his paintings steadi-
ly increased in value until they
reached a high point in 2004, when
Fishboats, Rir.,ers Inlef went for
$920,000, including the buyer's pre-
rnium, at the fall Heffel Fine Art Auc-
tion.

Hughes said even though he didn't
make a cent off that auction sale, he
realized that the pubiicity would help
sell other paintings.

"I'm glad to see that Hughes paint-
ings are getting more recognition. I'm
glad that I m living this long to see this
happening and having recognition
right across Canada."

Asked why he referred to his paint-
ings in the third person throughout
the interview inz}D4,Hughes said: "I
don't want to sound boastful talking
in the first person. There's still a lot
of improvement to be done in my
work before I could call them first-
rate works of art."

kev ingr ffi n@ png.conwesf.com
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You can view more E.J. Hughes paintings

on our new digital edition.
Free to full-week print subscribers or sign
' up for a 7{ay free trial.

www.vancouvelsun,com/di$tal.
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E.J. Hughes paints s Duncan studio in 2004.

DARREN STONE/VICTORIA TIMES COLONIST FILES
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sI ililEltSteamer Arriving at Nanaimo (above), 1950, oil on canvas lprivie collection).

I
Trees on Savary lsland (ilght, above), 1953, oil on canvas (Montreal museu{of Fine Arts).

lndian Church, North Vancouver (right), Lg47, oilon canvas 1orrufu collection).
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